Hello Brethren,
Thanks to everyone who made the Bowls night soessfal, | know my family had a fantastic time
and | hope we could convince the QWBC to have ¢& bagain.

My thanks to Rudi & Hugh who assisted me at feediimg last Sunday night. It was a howling
success. We had 36 attend and had NO secondscdlhged a bit of a growl from the ones who usually
hang around for seconds.

There were Rudi, Hugh and | manning the countavag dishing up, Rudi was giving out the
mandatory two slices of bread (no more or Franktwerok) and was not impressed by the number
who refused the crusbur ever diplomatic Rudivas hard put not to say anything to the "hungry "
recipient of the food.

Ethos is on again (to feed the needy and greedyigirth and | hope to have a larger number of
workers attending and | shall be making MORE fdedssibly another pot.

Regards WM




Growing up in Germany one knew about masonry, but it was so unr8hhasri la.
My Boss at the Goldmine | worked in Victoria was a Mason, fougxtract any
information about the Craft was like getting Blood out of a stone.

My next attempt was in Melbourne where | knew an Acquaintambe &« mason met
with similar negative results. He belonged to 2 Lodges. wasa Carry College old
Boys lodge, obviously that was out of the Equation. The other Ledgean Ex
Serviceman lodge and although | was an Ex Service man matedit | was
marching under a different flag. Consequently | was told iy e terms, mind
you, that it would not be a very good idea to try to join thatde. So | lost interest.

Moving to Canberra however, changed things entirely. Our@HMn Jennings was
a member of Lodge Ethos and upon enquiring was more then supportingrgbout
request. When asked about the Principles of Masonry he aaidii® is to make
good man better. Well, that was good enough for me. | conseqémmdiput, that 2
of my immediate neighbors’ were members of Lodge Ethos asSellhad no
shortage of proposers and seconders.

Due to declining membership we now
deploy all sorts of magic schemes to
revive interest in the Craft. In my opinio
just a waste of effort. The desire to join
has to originate from within a person.
Masonic awareness is an admirable
endeavour which has to be supported.
without the willingness of the Person to
become a member, it will come to naug
Another topic which | often expressed in
Lodge is the absence of the sons of
masons, which includes my own son as
well. What chance do we have with EAF — Bro David Addison (Who's Father was
outsiders, if we are unable to convince igﬁ?nbfgg;'e‘%%z 3@3;;"%“2%%2}’ WBIg
our own flesh and blood to follow in our | This was 25 years after W Bro Koch initiated
foot steps? Rt W Bro Graham Charlton (far left).

| am reading a book about Prime Minister
Fisher, who fought tooth and nails to obtain for the workers the 8dayyplus a 5
day week. The Public service whittled it down to 35. 3 Haugsson regularly works
mostly 60 hours a week, and there in lays the answernioftir masonry or most
other social activities. From our 5 last Initiates 2 haety demanding work
commitments, which makes their regular attendance problematic

Is there an answer to the problem? None at me can see. Aatawido happen. We
will have a Black Afro American as a President. Who widwdve thought this
possible just a couple of years back? | attended a lodgengn@etCalifornia where
the Master was black, and | mean black. He did an excgdlend few years ago he
would have most likely only be allowed to sweep the stAsd.said, miracles do



happen. So just let's hope a miracle comes our way ande¢ldtave a surfeit of new
Members. But | don't think | will hold my
breath.

On a positive note, the demolition of the
Masonic Centre is nearly complete and the
building of a new centre should go ahead
shortly. Maybe a new Building will bring a
change in our Fortunes as well. When the
now demolished Building was completed, it
created a new interest in Free Masonry.
Hopefully the same will happen this time as
well.

R.J Koch P.M.
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Wednesday, 21 January 2009 Lodge Ethos

enjoyed the hospitality of the Queanbeyan

Woman’s Bowling Club.

Our thanks to all the Brethren, Partners and

Friends that joined us for a very enjoyable night.

We would like to thank Margret Davis, QWBC President asrdnmembers for the
fantastic meal and tireless work teaching the Ethosian’stbaull.
Congratulations to the winners of the QWBC Prizes:

Closest to the Jack: John Winnett

Biggest Winning Margin:  Arthur Riley and Gisela Koch



Date Event Birthday
Sun- 1-Feb Feeding the Needy Geoffery Nicholas
Thu- 5-Feb Ken Hamilton

Management Meeting 6 pm :
Wed- 11-Feb ?thearsal 7pn? P Tom Farthing
Regular Meeting
Wed- 18-Feb SetUp 6 pm Ron Mertin & Bruce Davey
Tyle 7 pm
Sat- 28-Feb Robert McAuslan
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